
HOME BUYER’S GUIDE 
What to look for when you buy a new home 

 

Top 20 Questions to ask before you buy a new home 
 

1 Is the house located close to schools, work, and public transportation? 
2 What is the square footage? 
3 How many Bedrooms & Bathrooms do you need 
4 Does the layout of the house meet your 

expectations? 
5 When was the house built and has it been updated? 
6 What type of roof covering – and is it in good 

condition? 
7 What about the yard? Decks, landscaping, sprinkler 

systems, etc.? 
8 Is there evidence of termites – has the home been 

treated? 
9 Is the garage or driveway in good condition? 
10 Have the kitchen features been updated or do they 

need remodeling? 
11 What is the condition of carpeting/flooring – would you update? 

12 Is there a fireplace – wood burning or other? 

13 Are there exhaust fans in the kitchen and baths? 
14 Are there adequate light fixtures and light switches throughout? 
15 Does the home have central heating and air conditioning? 
16 What type of fuel is used for kitchen, heating and cooling? (Gas, oil, electric) 
17 Are there heating/cooling outlets in each room? 
18 Is there a separate water heater, and if so, is it in good condition? 
19 What is the source for water and sewer? (city, private, well, septic) 
20 Is there a pool or spa; what condition? 

 

Top 5 Financial Tips for Buyers: 
 

1 Before you start looking for a home, get pre-qualified for a 
loan through a bank, credit union or mortgage company.  

2 If you have marginal or bad credit, consult your lender.  
3 Explore all mortgage options to find the best financial 

arrangements.  
4 You will need a down payment between 3 to 20% of the price. 

If you can put 20% down, you can avoid paying mortgage 
insurance. 

5 You will need funds for closing costs related to various 
services, e.g. 
a. Escrow fees 
b. Title policy issuance fees 
c. Mortgage insurance fees 
d. Fire and homeowners insurance 
e. County recorder fees 


